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Dear  Sir, 


I 


March  9,  1762. 

regret  that  it  is  not  yet 
in  my  Power  fully  to  gratify 
Ml  1  IP  the  Curiofity  you  exprefs  of 
^%&**$*  feeing  all  the  Papers  relative  to 

tfoe  gupture  <with  Spain .  The 
Subjeft  is  fo  very  interefting,  that  I  am  not 
furprized  at  your  Impatience.  My  Concern 
is,  that  fo  much  is  withheld  from  the  Pub¬ 
lic, 
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lie,  and  that  a  Perfon,  uninformed  as  I 
am,  cannot  pretend  with  Clearnefs  to  un¬ 
ravel  the  Thread  of  a  Negoeiation,  de~ 
fignedly  kept  intricate  and  embarralfed. 
I  fear  you  will  find  fome  Things  rather 
obfeure  ;  but  I  will  endeavour  to  pour 
all  the  Light  I  can  on  the  Subject,  and  to 
diffipate  every  Cloud  of  Obfcurity  which 
is  meant  to  cover  it.  Had  the  Public  been 
gratified  with  a  Sight  of  the  Memorials  and 
Papers  relating  to  the  Demand  of  Liberty 
to  the  Spanifh  Nation  to  filh  on  the  Banks 
of  Newfoundland  ( a  Matter  held  facred  *),  and 

to 

*  You  <will  again  on  this  Occafion  let  M.  Wall  dearly 
tmderfland ,  That  this  is  a  Matter  held  facred ;  and  that  no 
Concefjton  on  the  Part  of  his  Majefiy ,  fo  deftruftive  to  this 
true  and  capital  Interejl  of  Great-Britain,  will  he  yielded 
to  Spain,  however  abetted  and  fupported.  Mr .  PittV 
Letter ,  p.  3.  With  regard  to  the  Newfoundland  Fifhery 9 
M.  Wall  urged ,  What  had  principally  given  Offence  here 
as  to  that  Article ,  was  my  being  fo  frequently  ordered  to  de¬ 
clare ,  and  the  Conde  de  Fuentes  having  been  as  often  told \ 
/^/England  would  never  hear  of  that  inadmiffble.  Pre- 
ten  fion.  Lord  BriftolV  Letter  to  the  pari  of  Egremont, 
Dec.  6.  1761.  p.  53. 

The  Declaration  of  the  Count  de  Fuentes ,  that  fyf r; 
Pitt's  ordinary  and  laft  Anfwer  was,  “  That  he  would 
not  relax  in  any  thing ,  till  the  Tower  of  London  was 
taken  Sword  in  Hand,”  p.  45.  is  undoubtedly  a  grofs 
Mifreprefentation.  That  Expreflion  muft  have  been  con¬ 
fined 
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to  the  other  Claims,  equally  unjuft,  made 
by  the  Count  de  Fuentes ,  which  were  moved 
for  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  1 1  th 
of  December  laft,  we  might,  with  a  tolera¬ 
ble  Degree  of  Accuracy,  have  known  fome- 
thing  more  of  the  Merits  of  the  prefent 
Quarrel  with  Spain.  Not  one  of  thefe  ap¬ 
pears,  nor  have  we  any  Paper  or  Memorial 
from  Spain  (not  even  that  delivered  to  Lord 

fined  to  the  Spanifh  Claim  of  fifing  on  the  Banks  of 
Newfoundland  for  it  is  apparent  from  thefe  Papers  that 
Mr.  Pitt  was  ready  to  make  greater  Conceffions  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  Frletidfhip  of  Spain,  than  any  former  Minifter 
had  ventured  to  offer  ;  witrifcfs  the  Paragraph  in  Lord 
Brifiol' s  Letter  of  Auguft  31,  p.  8.  Lafily >  concerning 
the  Difputes  about  the  Coafi  of  Honduras,  J  could  add 
to  the  repeated  Declarations  I  had  made  in  the 
King's  Name ,  of  the  Satisfaction  with  which  his  Majefly 
would  receive  any  jitfi  Overture  front  Spain  ( upon  Con¬ 
dition  that  France  was  not  to  be  the  Channel  of  that 
Conveyance )  for  terminating  amicably ,  and  to  mutual  Sa¬ 
tisfaction,  every  reafonable  Complaint  on  this  Matter ,  by 
propofing  fiome  equitable  Regulation  for  fe curing  to  us  ihe: 
long-enjoyed  Privilege  of  cutting  Logwood  f an  Indulgence 
confirmed  by  Treaty,  and  of  courfe  authorized  in  the  moft 
facred  Manner )  ;  nor  could  1  give  Jlronger  Affurances 
than  the  pafi,  of  his  Majefiy's  fieady  Purpofe  to  caufe  all 

Eflablijhments  On  the  Logwood  Coafi s,  contrary  to  the  Ter- 

* 

ritvrial  Jurifdi&ien  of  Spain*  to  be  removed. 


Brijlol 
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Briftol in  January  laft,  i  j6i*),  nor  any  Anfwer 
of  the  Court  of  England ,  fince  the  Acceffion 
of  his  prefent  Catholic  Majefty  (important  as 
that  Period  muft  naturally  feem  to  be)  to  the 
laft  Autumn.  In  vain  have  I  wifhed  for  the 
famous  Memorial  which  the  Court  of  Spain 
returned  as  inadmiffible,  that  I  might  have 
compared  it  with  M.  de  Bujfy's  -,  fince  the  late 
Minifter  publicly  declared  that  was  the  Pre¬ 
cedent  he  followed  with  relpect  to  the  Me¬ 
morial  of  Spanijh  Affairs  given  in  by  France. 
It  is  undoubtedly  of  much  Confequence  to 
know  both  the  Matter  and  ExpreJJions  of  that 
Memorial  returned  by  Spain ,  as  it  might  pro¬ 
bably  relate  to  one  of  the  three  Points  in 
Negociation,  Prizes,  Logwood,  or  the  Fifhery. 
In  the  prefent  Collection  (which  was  laid  be¬ 
fore  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  on  the  29th 
of  January ,  but  not  printed  and  delivered  to 
the  Members  till  the  12th  of  February), 
there  is  not  a  Line  previous  to  the  Memorial 

delivered  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  by  M.  de 

* 

*  Yet  when  the  ftile  of  General  Wall's  endofed  Paper 
is  compand  with  that  which  was  given  to  me  laft  January, 
1  hope  it  will  appear  there  is  lefts  Peevijhnefts  at  prefent 
here  than  what  was  fto  firongly  exhibited Jo  me  Months  ago 9 
p.  II. 

Buffy, 
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Buffi)  July  23,  1761  ;  nor  is  thefe  any  In¬ 
telligence  from  Paris ,  where  the  Family  Com¬ 
pact  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  was  negociated 
and  figned  by  Grimaldi ,  and  where,  it  is  faid, 
the  Meafures  to  be  taken  againft  Portugal 
were  concerted.  An  Extract  of  one  Let¬ 
ter  only  of  Mr.  Pitt's  is  inferted,  which  is  dated 
July  28,  the  Anfwer  to  which  is  received  Sep* 
tember  1 1 .  Not  a  Syllable  after  that*  Period 
from  this  Court  to  Lord  Brijtol ,  till  the  28  th  of 
Ottober ,  when  Lord  Egremont  declares  he  opens 
his  Correspondence,  p.  20  *.  It  is  indeed  very 
aftonifhing,  and  gives  no  great  Idea  of  the  Vi¬ 
gilance  or  Attention  of  Adminiftration,  that 
while  Affairs  were  fo  critical  between  the  two 
Nations,  no  Directions  for  the  Conduct  of 
Lord  Brijlol  were  fent  to  Madrid  during  fo 
long  a  Period  f.  But  can  it  be  imagined  that 

fo 

*  How  can  this  be  the  Truth,  when  Lord  Brifiol 
writes,  November  16,  1761.  The  Mejfenger  Ardouin,  de¬ 
livered  to  me  on  the  loth  Infiant ,  at  the  Efcurial,  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  your  Lordjhip*  5  Difpatches  of  the  z%thpafy  voith 
the  feveral  Enclofures  therein  referred  to  ;  and  by  the  laft 
Pof  I  RECEIVED  YOUR  LETTER  OF  THE  20th  OF  THE* 
same  Month,  in  vohich your  Lor dfloip  informed  me y  that 
all  mine  to  the  z\fl  of  September,  had  been  regularly  laid 
before  his  Majeflyy  p.  36.  I  fuppofe  the  Public  could  not 
be  trufted  with  all  that  Letter. 

|  How  is  this  to  be  reconciled  to  the  Declaration 

B  of 
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lo  acute,  fo  well-informed  a  Minifter  as  Mr, 
Stanley  certainly  was,  fhould  not  tranfmit 
from  Paris  any  Intelligence  of  that  molt 
alarming  Treaty,  which  was  negociating  all 
the  Summer  at  Paris  ?  It  appears,  by  the 
Accounts  publifhed  by  the  French  Court, 
that  the  Family  Compact  was  figned  at  Ver- 
failles  the  15th  of  Auguft,  and  ratified  the 
hth  of  'September,  Lord  Temple,  in  a  great 
Aflembly,  did  declare  that  Intelligence  of 
the  higheft  Moment  relative  to  thefe  Matters 
was  tranfmitted  to  this  Court  before  the 
Advice  in  Writing,  dated  the  1 8  th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  ,  which  occafioned  certain  Refignations, 
Nothing  of  this  kind  is  publifhed  in  the  Papers 
relative  to  the  Rupture  with  Spain ,  though 
undoubtedly  Intelligence  c'onftitutes  a  moft 
material  Part  of  thoie  Papers .  If  we  have  not 
the  Satisfaction  of  judging  for  ourfelves  from 
the  Whole  of  a  Cafe,  I  will  do  the  late  Minifter 
the  Juftice  to  fay,  that  it  cannot  be  imputed 
to  him.  He  prefled  with  honeft  Zeal  the 
laying  before  the  Public  every  Paper  relative 

©f  Lord  Egremont ,  Mr.  Pitt's  SuccefTor,  that  the  New 
Miniftr.y  -will  avoid  every  pojfbk  Imputation  of  lulecifion 
on  Indolence,  vch'ub  ignorant  P re]  u  dice  might  piggef  ? 

P- 

to 
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to  the  fix  Years  Negotiation  *  with  Spain ,  that 
the  Juftice  and  Candour  of  the  Crown  of 
England  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Chica¬ 
nery,  Infolence,  and  Perfidy  of  Spain  on  the 
other,  might  be  apparent  to  all  the  World : 
But  this  was  refufed ;  for  had  it  been  grant¬ 
ed,  all  the  atrocious  Calumnies  fo  induftri- 
oufly  circulated,  of  his  Averfion  to  Peace, 
and  his  Endeavours  to  perpetuate  and  en- 
creafe  the  War,  had  been  laid  open  to  Man¬ 
kind,  and  the  Authors  of  them  held  in  juft 
Abhorrence.  I  own  the  Appeal  to  fo  much 
written  Evidence,  fpoke  to  me  the  ftrongeft 
Language  of  confcious  Integrity,  and  I  was 
charmed  with  an  Example,  which  I  am  fure 
Mr.  Pitt  did  not  draw  from  any  of  his  Pre- 

deceflbrs  in  this  Country. - They  have 

ever  fought,  like  Mr.  Pitt’s  Succeflors,  to 
cover  and  conceal,  or  at  leaft  to  per¬ 
plex  •,  he  willies  to  lay  open  and  reveal  to 
the  unerring  Public,  both  the  Motives  and 
A&ions  of  every  Part  of  his  Adminiftration* 

*  I  fhould  be  particularly  curious,  for  certain  Rea- 
Tons,  to  fee  in  what  Manner,  and  to  what  Extent,  the 
Spanifh  Court  had  been  flattered  by  that  of  London, 
nvtlh  an  impartial  T)  if  cuff  on  of  their  Difputes ,  from  the 
Tear  1 754,  before  Mr.  Pitt  accepted  the  Seals,  p.  53. 

B  2  —A 


[  12  ] 

—A  Retrofpefl  carries  no  Terrors  but  to 
the  Guilty  —  to  an  upright  Minifter  it  muft 
give  the  truefl  Satisfa&ion —  to  the  Public 
that  Convi&ion,  it  has  in  many  Cafes  a  Right 
to  expert, 

% 

I  was  not  a  little  furprifed,  and  I  own 
greatly  concerned  at  the  Alarm  you  mention, 
fpread  every  where  in  your  Parts,  of  the 
melancholy  and  ruined  State  of  our  Country, 
and  the  Necefiity  we  were  under  of  accept¬ 
ing  almoft  any  Peace,  Fhe  French ,  Lord 
Briftol  fays,  have  never  difcontinued  affuring 
the  Spaniards  of  our  being  exhaufted  by  the 
prefent  long  and  expenfive  War ,  p.  29 :  and 
they  may  add  that  we  have  thofe  among 
us  (but,  happily  for  this  Nation,  they  are 
few,  and  their  Credit  but  fmall)  who  re¬ 
pine  at  our  Succefles,  and  declare  they  weep 
over  our  Victories.  This  is  the  true  Picture 
of  that  moft  malignant  and  infernal  Fiend, 
Envy,  fo  well  defcribed  by  Ovid  \ 

Vixque  tenet  lacrymas ,  quia  nil  lacrymabile  cernit . 

And  a  little  before  he  mentions  what  rankled 
at  the  Heart  * 

Sed  videt  ingratosy  intabefcitque  videndo 

Succeffus  hominis. 

I 
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I  doubt  not  thefe  Men  do  very  la¬ 


ment  the  Succeflfes  even  of  their  own  Coun-  • 
try  ♦,  for  I  well  remember  the  favourite  Lan¬ 
guage  they  held  a  few  Years  ago,  “  Give  the 
“  new  Minifter  the  Reins* - he  is  equally 


impracticable  as  impetuous 


-in  a 


“  very  fhort  Time  he  mull  annihilate  his 
“  prefent  Credit  with  the  Public,  from  the 
44  Failure  of  every  Scheme  he  adopts.”  Now 
Heaven  has  given  fuch  glorious  Succefs  to 
upright  Intentions,  and  well-digefted  *  Plans, 
while  the  reft  of  their  Countrymen  are  con- 
gratulating  each  other  on  all  our  noble  Con- 
quefts  and  real  Acquifitions  of  Strength, 
thefe  Men,  as  well  as  our  declared  Enemies, 
are  found  in  Sorrow  and  Tears.  How  pre- 
pofterous  is  fuch  a  Conduct  ?  Yet  did  not 
feme  of  thefe  very  Men  execrate  thofe  as 
Traitors  to  their  Country,  who  were  not 


*  In  Europe ,  Cherbourg,  and  Belle-I/le  ;  in  Ajia ,  Pondi¬ 


cherry,  &c.  in  Africa ,  Senegal ,  and  Goree  ;  in  America,  Beau 


Sejour,  Louijbourg,  Fort  du  Quefne,  now  Pittjburg ,  Gua¬ 
dalupe,  See.  Niagara ,  Ficonderoga ,  Crown  Point,  Quebec, 
Montreal ,  Dominico,  and,  to  crown  the  Whole,  we  may 
hope  Martinico .  Let  me  add  the  Annihilation  of  the 
French  Marine  and  Commerce.  All  during  Mr.  Pitt's 
Miniftry. 


^  fired 
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fired  with  Rapture  at  the  Victory  of  CuBo* 
den  ?  a  Vidtory  as  juftly  dear  to  every 

Friend  of  Liberty  as  any  our  Annals  can 
boafl> . 

But  let  us  on  the  other  Hand  exult,  and  re¬ 
joice  to  fee  how  greatly  this  Country  now  figures 
in  the  unprejudiced  Judgment  of  Foreigners, 
even  of  our  Enemies.  The  Prime  Minifter 
of  Spain  tells  Lord  Briftol ,  That  the  Court  of 
London  was  in  the  mojl  flourifhing  and  mojl 
exalted  Situation  it  had  ever  known ,  occajioned 
by  the  greatejl  Series  of  Profperities  that  any 
fingle  Nation  had  ever  met  with ,  p.  i  o.  Can 
we  wonder  after  this,  that  fo  much  Abufe, 
fuch  grofs  Scurrility,  on  Mr.  Pitt,  appears 
in  Fuentes’s  Papers  ?  Is  it  not  the  higheft 
Panegyric  ?  I  am  perfuaded,  had  the  Direftion 
of  the  Britifh  Counfels  been  fuffered  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  fame  Hands,  the  Name  of  Pitt 
had  foon  been  as  much  dreaded  at  Madrid 
as  it  is  at  Paris,  or  as  it  is  dear  to  his  grate¬ 
ful  Countrymen.  I  fpeak  with  the  honefi: 
Warmth  and  Pride  of  an  Englifhman,  who 
really  feels  with  his  Sovereign  the  great  and 
important  Services  *  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  glories 

*  Vide  London  Gazette  of  Oft.  io.  1761. 
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in  feeing  his  Country  recovered  from  the 

moft  abjeft  State  of  Defpair  to  fuch  a  Pitch 

of  Grandeur  and  Importance,  as  to  hold  the 

firft  Rank  among  the  Powers  of  Europe. 

* 

The  other  Report  you  mention,  that  the 
late  Minifter  courted  a  War  with  Spain ,  will 
receive  as  full  a  Confutation  from  thefe 
Papers.  I  fhall,  from  among  many,  produce 

only  two  Pafiages,  but  too  exprefs  to  admit 
the  leaft  Shadow  of  a  Doubt.  The  firft  is  from 
the  Conclufion  of  the  Extract  of  the  only 
Letter  we  have  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  in  this  o-arbled 

O 

Colle&ion.  After  the  infolent  Memorial  of 
France  relative  to  Spain  was  delivered  here 
by  M.  de  Buffy ,  little  Jhort  of  a  Declaration  of 
a  W zr  in  Reverfion ,  and  that  not  at  a  Diftance , 
Mr.  Pitt  writes  to  Lord  Briftol,  In  cafe ,  upon 
entering  into  Remonftrance  on  this  Affair ,  you 
fhall  perceive  a  Difpofition  in  M.  Wall  to  ex¬ 
plain  away  and  difo,vow  the  Authorization  of 
Spain  to  this  cffenfive  <Tranj\ affiion  of  France, 

AND  TO  COME  TO  CATEGORICAL  AND  SATIS¬ 
FACTORY  Declarations  relatively  to 
the  final  Intentions  of  Spain,  your  Ex¬ 
cellency  will ,  with  Readinefs  and  your  ufual 
AddrefSy  adapt  y our f elf  to  ft  definable  a  Cir - 

i  cumfance , 
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I 

cumftance ,  will  open  to  the  Court  of  Ma¬ 

drid  as  handfome  a  Retreat  as  may  be,  in 
cafe  you  perceive  from  the  Spanifh  Minifter 
that  they  sincerely  wifh  to  find  one ,  and  to 
remove ,  by  an  effectual  Satisfaction,  the 
unfavourable  Impreffions  which  this  Memorial  of 
France  has  juftly  and  unavoidably  made  on  the 
Mind  of  his  Majefiy.  p.  3,  4.  Is  this  the 
Language  of  a  Minifter  who  courts  a  War  ? 
Is  it  not  the  Reverfe  ?  Does  he  not  honeftly 
point  out  the  Means  of  avoiding  a  War,  yet 
with  the  Dignity  and  Spirit  becoming  a 
great  Power,  which  did  not  tremble  at  the 
haughty  Menaces  of  the  Spaniard  ? 

* 

>  .  i  .  *  . 

The  other  Paffage  contains  the  Teftimony 
of  the  Earl  of  Egremont :  M.  Wall  mufi  him- 
felf  know  that  there  has  been  a  particular  De¬ 
licacy  obferved ,  in  concerting  our  Plans  for  military 
Operations ,  to  avoid  carrying  Hoftilities  towards 
Objects ,  which  might  give  the  leaf  Jealoufy  or 
Umbrage  to  the  Court  of  Spain  *,  and  therefore 
his  Majefiy  can  only  confider  fuch  unjufi  Sug - 
gefiions  and  • groundlefs  Sufpicions ,  as  defiitute  of 
Probability  as  of  Proof  as  a  mere  Pretext ,  in 
cafe  that ,  contrary  to  all  good  Faith ,  and  the 
mofi  folemn  repeated  Profejfions  of  friendly  Inten - 

lions. 
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(tons,  the  Court  of  Spain  fhould  have  meditated 
or  refoived  on  Hojlilities  againji  England,  p. 
3 1  *• 

I  think  it  appears  to  demonftration,  even 
from  thefe  Papers ,  that  before  the  firft  Over¬ 
tures  of  France  for  the  particular  Peace  with 
England ,  Spain  had  refoived  at  a  proper  Time, 
to  take  an  efficient  and  openly  hoftile  Part 
againft  us.  M.  de  Buff ,  in  the  Memorial  re¬ 
lative  to  Spain ,  fo  early  as  July  23,  talks  of 
the  Engagements ,  which  the  one  and  the  other 
Court  may  have  taken  prior  to  their  Reconcilia¬ 
tion,  p.  4.  Mr.  Pitt's  Letter  of  July  28,  de¬ 
clares,  The  Duke  de  Choifeul  avows  the  En¬ 
gagements  with  Spain,  concerning  our  Difputes 
with  that  Crown,  to  have  been  taken  before  the 
first  Overtures  c/France  for  the  particular 
Peace  with  England.  The  firft  Overtures 
were  dated  the  26th  of  March ,  1761  *. 

Lord  Briftol,  Aug.  3 1 ,  gives  an  Account  of 
the  Converfation  he  had  with  General  Wall, 

1  .  ,  ...  ~v 

Mr.  Wall  owned,  how  cautious  we  had  been  to  avoid 
attacking  thofe  P  ojfejfi on  s  belonging  to  our  Enemies ,  which 

had  any  Connexion  with  the  Spanifh  Territory.  Lord 
BriJioPs  Letter,  p.  63. 

*  Memoire  Uijiorique %  See,  publifhed  by  the 

Court  of  France. 

in 


c 


in  which  M .Wall  declared,  that  M.  Buffs 
Memorial  was  Verbatim  what  had  been  fent  by 
order  of  the  Catholic  King  to  Versailles,  p.  6.  f 
In  the  fame  Letter,  p.  1 1.  "The  Jlrong  Avowal 
of  a  mojl  intimate  Cordiality  between  Spain  and 
France  contained  in  this  lajl  Production  of  the 
Spanifh  S'ecretaiy  of  State  has  hurt  me.  This 
Production  was  the  famous  Memorial  of  the 

f  *  *  _  *  • 

28th  of  Atigufl ,  which  (with  Lord  Brijlofs 
Letter  of  the  31ft,  and  an  EncJofure)  was 

the  1  aft*  Paper  Mr.  Pitt  ever  received  from 

r.  •  .  1  '  .  ' 

the  Court  of  Spain  ;  as  appears  from  the  Date 
of  his  Refignation,  October  5.  The  Memorial 
which  Ml  de  Buffy  prefented  to  Mr.  Pitt,  is  a 
Step ,  which  his  Catholic  Majefly  will  not  dmy  has 

•f-  In  the  Paper  of  the  28th  of  Augufl,  Spain  with  her 
ufual  Perfidy  repeated  in  Answer ,  that  jhe  only  consented 
that  France  Jhauld  take  this  Step^  p.  it.  This  is  of  a 
Piece  with  her  Veracity,  when  die  fays,  From  a frejh  Proof 
of  his  pacific  Spirit ,  the  King  a/' Spain  vjrote  to  the  King  of 
France,  his  Cou fin ,  that  if  the  Union  of 'Inter  efi ,  in  any  manner 

r  %  »  r  •  -v  \ 

retarded  the  Peace  vcith  England, he  consented  to feparate 
himf elf  from  it,  not  to  put  any  Obstacle  to  fo  great  a 
Happinefs ,  p.  46.  It  is  notorious  in  France,  that  every 
Ohfacle  pnjftble  was  put  to  it  by  the  Spanifh  Minifier,  in 
Conjunction  with  the  Imperial,  at  Paris,  and  in  reality 
Spain  only  w idled  not  to  be  reputed  an  Impediment  to 
the  Conclufeon  of  ar  Pea<e  between  England  and  France, 
p.  5$.  Another  proof  of  her  veracity  maybe  fees  in  p.44. 
this  Pamphlet.  - 


been 


C  l9  ] 

been  taken  with  his  full  Confent ,  Approbation, 

and  Pleafure .  Paper  delivered  to  the  Earl  of 

./  * 

Briftol ,  p.  13.  which  next  holds  out  mutual 
Affiance,  as  their  Union,  Friend/hip,  and  Re - 
lationfhip  require :  His  Catholic  Majefiy  has  ac¬ 
quainted  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty ,  as  often  as 
there  has  been  Occafon,  with  his  Affairs  at  the 
Court  of  London  :  Then  proceeds  to  a  me¬ 
nacing  Parallel,  It  being  grounded  upon  this , 
that  if  England  faw  that  France  attacked  the 
Dominions  of  Spain,  particularly  in  America, 
fie  would  run  immediately  to  her  Defence  for 
her  own  Comeniency ,  as  well  as  becaufe  fie 
had ,  equally  with  France,  guarantied  them: 
and  concludes  with  a  Simile  of  obliging 
Delicacy  betwixt  crowned  Heads,  with 
regard  to  our  Eftablifhment  on  the  Logwood 
Coaft.  Hard  Proceedings  certainly ,  for  one 
to  confefs  that  he  is  gone  into  the  Houfe  of 
another ,  to  take  away  his  Jewels ,  and  to  fay > 

<c  1  will  go  out  again ,  but  fir fi  you  fall  engage  to 
“  give  me  what  I  went  to  take  ”  So  much 
for  becoming  Apologies  *7  p.  16.  Fhere  is 
the  greatejl  Harmony  between  the  two  Courts 

•Si  ■«  *  w 

*  This  Paper  is  filled  by  Spain,  a  Memorial,  p.  40, 
and  contains  thofe  becoming  Apologies .  on  the  Part  of  the 
Catholic  Court,  mentioned  in  the  Englijh  Declaration 
of  War.  Apologies  equally  becoming  atld  convincing! 

C  2  (France 
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(h  ranee  and  Spain),  p.  14.  Particularly 
fince  the  King  (of  Spain)  fent  your  Excel¬ 
lency  (the  Conde  de  Fuentes)  to  that  Court 
(of  London),  proving  the  inconteftible  Grounds 
of  our  Complaints  and  juft  Cares ,  and  repeat¬ 
ing  that  without  fatisfying  them ,  it  is  impoffible 
to  fix  the  good  Correfpondence  of  the  two  Mo¬ 
narchies ,  nor  the  Friendfhip  of  the  two  Mo- 
narchs ,  p.  59.  The  Memorial  itfelf  pre- 
fented  by  M,  de  Bufjy ,  July  23,  which  was 
Verbatim  fent  from  Spain ,  threatens  a  new 
War  in  Europe  and  America,  if  the  Diffe¬ 
rences  of  Spain  with  England  are  not  adjufied ,  of 
which ,  the  French  King  fays,  he  J ball  be  obliged 
to  partake ,  p.  4.  And  in  p.  39  General  Wall 
fays,  What  other  Difcujfion  of  the  Matter  of  our 
Difputes ,  than  what  has  been  agitated ,  during 
fo  long  a  Ncgociation  ;  what  other  Expedients 
can  be  found  to  fave  the  Honour  and  Dignity 
of  the  two  Kings ,  that  have  not  been  propofed 

1  , 

and  exhaufted  in  a  Contefi  of  fix  Tears  ?  And 
again,  p.  40.  A  Negociation  fo  Jlrongly  difi 
cufied  that  it  has  been  reduced  during  your 
Embafiy  (Count  de  Fuentes' s )  to  the  lafl  Tes , 
or  to  the  laft  No *  In  p.  6of  What  greater 
Difcujfion ,  upon  the  Points  of  our  Difputes ,  can 
be  made  than  that  which  has  been  in  fo  long 
a  Negociation  ?  What  Expedients  can  be  fallen 

upon 
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upon  now  to  fave  the  Honour  of  the  two  Kings , 
which  in  Arguments  and  Difputes  of  fix  Tears 
have  not  occurred?  Lord Briflol,  Nov.  2,  writes, 
I  have  long  obferved  the  Jealoufy  of  Spain  at 
the  Britifti  Conquefts  *,  and  am  now  convinced , 
that  the  Confcioufnefs  of  this  Country  s  Naval  In¬ 
feriority  has  occafioned  the  -f  soothing  De- 

cla- 

*  It  is  important  to  know  in  what  Terms,  and  at 
what  Time,  Spain  iirfl  manifetted  this  Jealoufy;  as  alfo 
in  what  Terms,  and  at  what  Time,  (he  renewed  her  fate 
and  inadmijjible  Claim  to  the  Fijhery ,  which,  M.  Wall  fays. 
ah  Lord  Bri  liol’s  Inflruflions  had  run  to  declare  their  Claim 
to  be,  p.  27. 

T  In  the  London  Gazette  of  Saturday,  Odlober  io,  1 76 1. 
which  frit  announced  Mr  .Pitt's  Refignation,  (the  Notice 
of  which  was  purpofely  omitted  the  preceding  Fuefday, 
for  Reafons  I  will  not  now  enter  into)  is  an  Article  dat¬ 
ed  Madrid,  September  4,  A  Report  having  been  lately  fpread 
here,  upon  the  Arrival  of  the  laf  Letters  jAm  France,  as  if 
tcere  was  Reafon  to  apprehend  an  immediate  Rupture  between 
our  Court  and  that  of  Great  Britain  ;  we  underfiand,  that 
the  Spanish  Ministers,  in  a  Converfation  which  they 
had  lately  with  the  Earl  of  Briftol,  Embaffador  Extraordinary 
from  his  Britannic  Majefty ,  exprefjed  their  Concern  thereat , 
and  declared  very  explicitly  to  his  Excellency ,  that ,  ON  THE 
P  ART  OF  THEIR  COURT,  THERE  WAS  NOT  THE  LEAST 

Ground  for  any  such  Apprehensions,  as  the  Ca¬ 
tholic  King  had,  at  no  time,  been  more  intent 
upon  cultivating  a  good  Correspondence  with 
ENGLAND',  than  in  the  present  Conjunc¬ 


ture, 
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clarations,  fo  repeatedly  made^  of  a  Defire 
to  maintain  Harmony  and  Friendfiip  with  Eng¬ 
land,  p.  29. 

j  t  4 

I  believe  I  may  even  from  thefe  Premifes 
take  it  as  proved  beyond  Contradidlion,  that 
Spain  had  come  to  a  final  Refolution,  and  only 
waited  for  fome  favourable  Events  to  throw 

TURE.  In  order  to  give  the  greater  Authority  to  this 
Piece  of  Veracity,  our  Minidry  falfdy  date  it  here  in 
the  plural  Number,  as  an  Aft  of  the  whole  Spanijh 
Adminidration,  whereas  it  was  declared  only  by  M. 
Walt.  Vide  Lord  BrifibPs  Letter,  received  Odiob.  5. 
p.  16. 

General  Wall,  in  relation  to  this,  obferves,  p.  3S  7 
do  not  remember  any  thing ,  at  this  time,  more  particular , 
than  on  an  infinite  Number  of  other  Occafions  ;  neither  dG  1 
my f elf  comprehend  the  Motive  for  heightning  this.  And 
again,  p.  59.  1  do  no t  remember  having  made  it  then  in 
a  more  particular  manner  than  at  many  other  times ,  neither 
do  1  comprehend  the  Motives  for  their  making  fiuch  a  Point 
of  it.  The  motives  for  the  heightning  and  making  fiuch 
a  Point  of  it,  are  well  underflood  at  London,  though  not 
at  Madrid.  Mr.  Pitt  does  not  feem  to  have  been  the 
Dupe  of  theie  foothing  Declarations,  which  were  only 
the  fame  Lord  Brifiol  had  jud:  before  given  from  M  Wall, 
in  his  Letter  of  the  3 1  ft  of  Auguft.  His  Catholic  Majefifs 
Difpofition  and  Profiejjions  had  invariably  been  the  fame, 
and  vjere  ever  meant  to  cement  and  cultivate  the  Friendjhip 
Jo  happily  fubfifting  between  our  tvjc  Courts ,  p.  1 1 .  Is  it- 
podible  to  think  the  Adminidration  was  deceived  ?  or 
did  they  mean  to  deceive  the  Public  ? 


off 
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off  the  Mafkof  Deceit  and  Treachery.  The 
Denouement  quickly  followed,  tho’  probably 
rather fooner  than  Spain  herfelf  intended.  Lord 
Briftol explains  the  true  Reafons.  In  his  Letter 
of  Sept.  21,  which  was  received  here  Oft.  1 6, 
he  fays,  A  Meffenger  arrived  at  St.  Ilde- 
phonfo  l aft  Week,  with  the  News  of  the  fafe 
Arrival  of  the  Flota  in  the  Bay  of  Cadiz, 
p.  17.  In  the  Letter  of  Nov.  2.  fwo  Ships 
have  lately  arrived  at  Cadiz,  with  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  rich  Cargoes  from  the  Weft-Indies  ; 

SO  THAT  ALL  THE  WEALTH  THAT  WAS 
EXPECTED  FROM  SPANISH  AMERICA  IS  NOW 

safe  in  Old  Spain,  p.  29.  And  again, 
p.  35.  Eleven  large  Ships  of  the  Line ,  now 
lying  at  Ferrol,  are  rigged ,  manned ,  and  ready 
to  put  to  Sea  at  a  fhort  Warning ,  together 
with  two  Frigates ,  one  of  which  is  bound  to 
the  South  Seas,  with  Cannon-ball ,  Powder , 
and  many  other  Implements  of  War.  By  Ad¬ 
vices  from  Barcelona  I  hear  that  two  of  the 
Catholic  King's  Ships  of  War  failed  from  thence 
the  End  of  laft  Month ,  with  two  large  Ships 
under  their  Convoy ,  loaded  with  3500  Barrels 
of  Gunpowder ,  1500  Bomb-fhells ,  500  Chefs 
of  Arms ,  and  a  conjiderable  Quantity  of  Cannon¬ 
balls  of  different  Dimenfions ,  which  Cargo ,  it 
is  imagined ,  is  defined  for  the  Spanifh  Weft- 

Indies. 
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Indies.  Many  more  warlike  Stores  are  ready 
to  be  flapped  from  Catalonia.  Five  Battalions 
°f  different  Regiments  of  Infantry ,  and  two 
Squadrons  of  Dragoons ,  are  at  Cadiz,  waiting 
their  final  Orders  to  embark  for  America. 

' This  Corps  makes  in  all  about  3,600  Men, 
p.  35.  Lord  Egremont  fays,  And  his  Majefiy 
having  afterwards ,  (that  is,  between  the  31ft 
of  Augufl,  and  the  28  th  of  October,)  received 
Intelligence,  fcarce  admiting  a  doubt ,  of 
'Troops  marching ,  and  of  military  Preparations 
making  in  all  the  Ports  of  Spain,  judged  that  his 
Dignity,  as  well  as  his  Prudence ,  required  him 
to  order  his  Embaffador  at  the  Court  of  Madrid, 
by  a  Di [patch  dated  the  28  th  of  Oftober,  to 
demand ,  &:e.  p.  48. 

General  Wall,  thus  prepared,  at  laft  comes 
out  of  his  Intrenchments :  for  Sonin  no  lono-er 

x  to  * 

found  her  Account  in  dffembling.  She  had  al¬ 
ready  taken  her  Part,  and  the  old  Traffick  of- 
Words  and  foothing  Declarations  was  almoft 
at  an  End.  On  *  November  2,  (eight  Days 

*  This  Letter  cannot  be  too  much  attended  to,  as  it 
iiands  immediately  connected  with  the  Spanijh  Paper  or 
Memorial  of  the  28th  of  Augufl ,  is  explanatory  of  the 
real  Purport  of  it,  and  evidently  lays  the  Foundation  of 
the  P.upture,  which  the  new  Miniftry  have  made  with 
Spain, 


before 
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before  -f  Lord  Briftol  received  the  very  firft 
Difpatches  J  from  the  new  Miniftry  in  Eng¬ 
land).  His  Lordfhip  writes  Word  of  the 
fur  prizing  Change  in  General  WallV  Dif- 
courfe ,  and  an  unlooked-for  Alteration  of  Sen - 
timents ,  and  complains  of  the  haughty  Lan¬ 
guage  now  held  by  this  Court .  M.  Wall  de¬ 
clares  the  ConduEl  of  England  unwarrantable y 
for  his  Catholic  Majefiy  never  could  obtain  an 
Anfwer  to  any  Memorial  or  Paper - — that  we 
were  intoxicated  with  our  Succefjes — and  that 
it  was  evident  all  we  aimed  at  wasy  jirfl  to 
ruin  the  French  Power  in  order  more  eafily 
to  crufh  Spain,  to  drive  all  the  Subjects  of  the 
Chrifiian  King ,  not  only  from  their  Ifland-Colo - 
nies  in  the  new  World ,  but  alfo  to  deftroy  their 
fever al  Forts  and  Settlements  upon  the  Continent 
of  North-America,  to  have  an  eafier  Fafk  in 
feizing  on  all  the  Spanifh  Dominions  in  thofe 
Parts  (which  explains  and  enforces  the  me- 

f  The  Meffenger  Ardouin  delivered  to  me  on  the  loth 
Infant,  at  the  Efcurial,  the  Honour  of  your  Lordfhif  s  Dif 
patches  of  the  2%thfafl>  p.  36. 

+  The  new  Miniftry  never  received  any  Anfwer  to  the 
Matter  of  thefe  firft  Difpatches  of  the  28  th  of  Ofiober ,  till 
the  24th  of  December ,  a  Fortnight  after  the  Rupture. 
Lord  BrifoT s  Letter,  December  1 1.  p.  41. 

D  nacing 
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nacing  Parallel  of  the  Spanijh  Memorial  of 
Aug .  28)  thereby  to  fatisfy  the  utmojl  of  our  Am¬ 
bition,  and  to  gratify  cur  unbounded  Fhirft  of 
Conquejl\  and  afterwards,  that  he  would  him- 
felf  be  the  Man  to  advife  the  King  of  Spain, 
/nice  his  Dominions  were  to  be  overwhelmed ,  at 
leaf  to  have  them  feized  with  Arms  in  his  Subjects 
Hands ,  and  not  to  continue  the  paffive  Victim  he 
had  hitherto  appeared  to  be  in  the  Eyes  of  the 
World ,  p.  26,  Now  what  new  Event,  on  the 
Part  of  England ,  fince  the  Refignations,  had 
happened  to  give  Occafion  to  fuch  a  furious, 
futile,  and  menacing  Declamation  ?  Lord  Brif- 
tol  writes  indeed,  p.  64..  What  had  cccafioned 
the  great  Fermentation  during  that  Period  at 
this  Court ,  the  Effects  of  which ,  1  felt  from 
General  Wall’j  animated  Difcourfe  at  the  Ef- 
ciirial ,  was  the  Notice  having ,  about  that  time y 
reached  the  Catholic  King ,  that  the  Change 
which  had  happened  in  the  Englilh  Adminf  ra¬ 
tion,  was  relative  to  Meafures  propofed  to  be 
taken  againft  this  Country :  But  finely,  almofl: 
in  Lord  Egremonfs  own  words,  p.  32,  ufed 
by  Lord  Brijlol  himfelf  to  General  Waif 
the  Notoriety  there  was  that  every  thing  in  the 
Royal  Councils ,  which  could  tend  towards  the 
■Interruption  of  a  friendly  Intelligence  between  our 
Courts  (which  fris  Majefy  was  fo  folicitous  to 

maintain  ) 
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maintain )  had  alfo  been  avoided ,  p.  62,  with 
the  confequential  Refigmtions ,  muft  have  pro¬ 
duced  in  found  Argument  a  diredtly  con¬ 
trary  Effe£t  *,  whereas  the  Notice  fent  by  his 
Lordfhip  of  the  Spanijk  Preparations,  and  his 
other  Reafonings  *,  account  very  fully  for  the 
General’s  Animation  at  that  Time. 

I  think  the  Queftion  then  is  reduced  to 
this  ftiort  Point,  Does  not  the  War  with  Spain, 
even  in  September,  appear  to  have  been  unavoid¬ 
able  ?  Moft  evidently  fo,  from  all  the  Proofs 
contained  in  the  foregoing  Pages,  and  even 
from  what  is  given  us  of  Lord  Brijlol’ s  Let¬ 
ters,  in  particular  that  of  Augufi  3 1 ,  with  the 
Memorial  inclofed,  which  was  received  here 
September  11,  and  was,  to  be  fure,  no  fmall 
Part  of  the  Ground,  on  which  Lord  Temple’ s 
and  Mr.  Pitt’s  written  Advice  of  September 
18  to  recall  Lord  Brijlol ,  was  founded. 
Every  Practice  of  the  moft  civilized  States, 
every  Formality  prefcribed  by  the  Law  of 
Nations,  every  Proceeding  which  the  moft 
fcrupulous  Rules  of  good  Faith,  could  re- 

*  Added  to  the  Progrefs ,  which,  we  hear ,  the  French 
Army  is  making  in  the  King's  Electoral  Dominions ,  and  the 
Success  that  has  attended  the  Auftrian  Operations  in  Silefia. 
Lord  Briftoi  s'  Letter,  Nu<v.  2.  p.  29. 

D  2 
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quire,  might  have  been  obferved,  and  the 
nobleft  Opportunity  of  expeditioufly  and 
glorioufly  terminating  both  a  French  and 
a  Spantjh  War  been  feized,  which  is  now 
irrecoverably  loft.  The  firmed  Nerves  of 
Spain ,  and  with  them  the  laft  hopes  of 
France ,  might  foon  have  been  withered,  and 
the  Britijh  Empire  have  received  greater, 
and  more  important.  Acquisitions,  than  any 
it  yet  can  boaft  from  the  unparalleled,  and 
dazzling  Succeftes,  even  of  this  glorious 
War. 

Whoever  confiders  the  Situation  of  Spain 
(unprepared  as  She  was  at  the  time  the  writ¬ 
ten  Advice  was  given  -f )  with  relped:  to  her 

f  All  Advices  concur  in  proving  that  the  State  of  Spain 
was  at  that  Time  much  the  fame  as  at  the  breaking  out 
of  the  War  in  1739.  The  City  of  Manila  might  be  well 
fuppcfed  to  have  been  in  the  fame  defencelefs  Condition  with 
all  the  other  Spanilh  Settlements ,  juft  at  the  breaking  out  of 
the  W ar  :  That  is  to  fay,  their  Fortifications  neglected,  and 
in  many  Places  decayed ;  their  Cannon  difmounted ,  or  ufelefs , 
by  ihe  mouldring  of  their  Carriages  ;  their  Magazines ,  whe¬ 
ther  of  Military  Stores  or  Provfion,  all  empty',  their  Garri - 
fons  unpaid,  and  confequently  thin,  ill-affeded ,  and  difpirited', 
and  the  Royal  Chefs  in  Peru,  whence  alone  all  thefe  Difor - 
ders  could  receive  their  Redrefs,  drained  to  the  very  Bottom . 
Anfon’s  Voyage,  Quarto  Edition  of  1748,  p.  3. 
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Ports,  her  Ships  of  War  in  thofe  Ports,  her 
Colonies,  her  Commerce,  her  own  as  well 
as  the  Riches  of  France  on  board  her  Ships, 
can  never  fufficiently  lament  the  Lofs  of  an 
autumnal  Campaign  *.  If  we  add  that  the 
Fleet  of  England  was  at  no  time  fo  formidable, 
her  Seamen  never  fo  full  of  Spirit,  and 
flufh’d  with  repeated  Vidories,  in  Europe 
only  upwards  of  140  Ships  of  War,  in  the 
other  Parts  of  the  World  above  100  more, 
we  muff  fink  in  Amazement  at  our  Supine- 
nefs  and  Negled  of  fo  critical  a  Period,  after 
fo  long  Tamenefs  under  Injuries.  I  will  add 
long  Famenefs  under  Injuries  \  for  I  think  the 
Condud  of  Spain ,  even  during  the  fix  Years 
Negociation,  was  fo  grofsly  partial  to  our  pro- 
teiTed  Enemies,  as  would  have  juftified  any 
overt  Ads  on  the  Side  of  England ,  from  every 
Principle  of  Juftice  ;  but  Motives  of  Modera¬ 
tion  and  Policy  reftrained  us.  The  Affair  of  the 
Antigallican  was  alone  of  fuch  Magnitude  as  to 
have  called  for  Reprifals  againft  a  Court,  which 
avowed  inch  grofs  Partiality  and  Injuftice,  and 
committed  fuch  repeated  Ads  of  the  higheft 
Indignity.  Not  the  ieaft  Satisfadion  was 

\ 

*  Part  of  the  Preparations  fince  made  both  in  Europe 
and  America may  be  feen  from  Lord  Briflol' s  Telii- 
mony3  p.  23  of  this  Pamphlet. 
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ever  offered,  though  often  demanded.  On 
the  contrary,  it  was  followed  by  many 
flagrant  Afts  of  notorious  Violence.  It  is  a 
known  Fail,  that  both  the  Law  of  Nations, 
and  the  eftablifh’d  Cuftoms  of  all  Maritime 
States,  have  been  violated  by  Spain  in  every 
one  of  her  Ports,  from  a  declared  Partiality 
to  the  French .  They  were  treated  almoft  as 
natural-born  Spaniards ,  tho’  the  Family  Com¬ 
pact  did  not  at  that  Time  fubfift,  and  the 
Englifh  as  Enemies,  tho’  called  Friends,  to 
whom  the  King  of  Spain  was  ever  declaring 
much  Cordiality  and  Regard. 

Ruinous  indeed  it  may  prove  for  this 
Country,  that  the  Adminiftration,  which 
for  io  many  Years  has  continued  una¬ 
nimous  in  carrying  on  the  War  in  Ger¬ 
many  ,  unanimous  likewife  in  rejedling 
the  Terms  of  Peace  offered  by  France , 
fhould  have  differed  in  Opinion  (if  in¬ 
deed  they  did  fo)  with  regard  to  the  glar¬ 
ing  Duplicity,  and  hoftile  Intentions,  of 
the  Court  of  Spain!  It  required,  alas!  no 
great  Scope  of  Judgment,  nor  any  deep 
Sagacity,  to  difcover  the  real  Views ,  p.  24. 
of  Spain ,  and  that  the  War  with  that  Power 
was  inevitable.  A  Truth  which  moft  plain- 
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Iy  appears  from  the  very  Papers  publifhed 
to  conceal  it.  The  only  Queftion  moll;  evi¬ 
dently  was,  whether  we  fhould  enter  into 
it  with  every  Advantage  on  our  Side,  or 
from  Weaknefs,  Indecifion,  or  a  delufive 
Hope  at  beft,  give  to  our  determined  Ene¬ 
my  that  Time  to  prepare,  which  it  was  noto¬ 
rious  Ihe  wanted,  lofe  the  Seafon  for  Aftion, 
and  facrifice  to  the  Imbecility  of  a  few  more 
lafi  Words  three  moft  important  Months,  at 
the  End  of  which  we  find  ourfelves  reduced 
to  the  Necdfity  of  breaking  with  Spain ,  ex¬ 
actly  as  we  ought  to  have  done  fo  long  be¬ 
fore.  Whoever  can  now  pride  himfelf  in 
the  'procro.fi mating  Advice  he  gave  to  his  So¬ 
vereign,  may  he  enjoy  in  full  Luftre  that 
eminent  Glory  of  his  Life !  If  fuch  are  the 
Glories,  what  mult  the  Difir  aces  be  !  I  mean 
not  to  draw  any  uncandid  Picture  of  the  pre- 
fent  Adminiftration  :  I  am  forry  I  rnuft  fay 
that  we  have  had  too  much  Experience  of 
one  Part  of  them,  and  too  little  of  the 

other,  to  be  very  fanguine.  Two  S - s 

of  S - e,  in  thefe  dangerous  Times,  be¬ 

come  Minilters  by  Infpiration  !  We  have  as 
little  Experience  of  them,  as  they  have  of 
Bufinefs.  In  no  Department  of  the  State,  nor 
in  Parliament,  has  either  held  any  Rank  or 

Eftima- 
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Eftimation.  But  thefe  Defefts  will  be  amply 
fupplied  by  the  Induftry  and  Experience  of 
a  laborious  Gentleman ,  who  has  long  faced  in 
the  Trammels  of  the  State ,  with  no  Ambition  or 
Avarice  to  gratify .  A  Declaration  the  Public 
has  heard  repeatedly  from  himfelf  He  neither 

Ambiticne  mala ,  aut  argenti  pallet  amore . 

Hor. 

But  may  the  Dignity  of  the  Crown,  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  his  Majefty,  the  Glory  of  the  Na¬ 
tion,  anc  the  important  Acquifitions  made 
during  tl  e  late  Miniflry,  be  fafe  in  their 
Hands  !  Their  Hands  have  been  ftrengthen’d 
in  every  manner  they  could  alk  or  wifh  j  and 
no  Oppofition  has  been  made  to  them ;  un- 
lefs  it  is  call’d  Oppofition,  to  endeavour  to 
preferve  the  Confidence  of  our  Allies  once 
boundlefs,  and  to  keep  up  the  high  Spirit 
of  the  Nation  under  the  enormous,  but  ne- 
ceflary.  Burthens  of  the  War. 

In  no  truly  Britifh  quarrel,  but  in  the 
Caufe  of  our  Allies,  the  Spanifh  Marine 
was  deftroyed  by  Sir  George  Byng ,  in  1718, 
without  any  previous  Declaration  of  War. 
We  were  not,  in  confequence  of  that 
Step,  treated  in  Europe  as  an  uncivilized 
Nation,  fpurning  at  all  Laws,  or  as  a  Neft 

of 
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of  Pirates  *,  but  the  Policy  and  Spirit  of  the 
Meafure  was  univerfally  admired.  As  to  the 
JuJlice  of  fuch  a  Proceeding,  I  determine 
nothing  :  I  leave  it  to  thofe  State  Cafuifts  who 
feized  the  French  Ships  before  a  Declaration 
of  War*.  The  Interefl  of  Great  Britain 
was  not  then  immediately  concerned,  as  in 
the  prefent  Cafe,  but  our  Allies  wifhed,  and 
obtained,  our  vigorous  and  effe&ual  Sup¬ 
port.  By  that  decifive  Exertion  of  our 
Strength,  the  Conteft  between  the  two  Na¬ 
tions  was  in  Effedt  finilhed  almoft  as  foon 
as  begun.  The  impartial  Public  will  judge 
for  themfelves,  how  great  the  Probabi¬ 
lity  is,  that  the  like  Succefs  had  followed 
Meafures  equally  fpirited,  preceded  hy  a  De¬ 
claration  of  War ,  which  in  this  Cafe  had  been 
founded  on  the  cleareft  Principles  of  JuJlice  and 
Equity .  I  am  at  leaft  certain  no  Man  of  Can¬ 
dour  could  have  cenfured  England  as  accele¬ 
rating  precipitately  a  War  -f ,  long  refolved  by 
Spain ,  I  muft  fay,  too  long  delayed  by  Eng¬ 
land.  I  rather  fear  the  Example  of  the  Spirit  of  the 
late  Meafures  £  will  be  thought  to  be  already 

*  Vid.  Memoire  Hiftorique ,  N°  17.  Art.  12. 

\  Vid.  the  Declaration  of  War  againjl  Spain,  Jan .  2, 
1762. 

J;  Vid.  Lord Egremont’j  Letter ,  p,  23. 
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forgot;  and  as  thofe  Meafures  were  de¬ 
cried  as  too  bold  and  daring,  more  feeble, 
more  pulilanimous,  lefs  encouraging  to  our 
leal  Friends,  lefs  hoftile  to  our  Enemies,  will 
be  found  to  be  adopted.  In  the  prefent 
Cafe,  Lord  Briftol  is  ordered,  fo  early  as  July 
28,  to  come  to  categorical  and  fatisfattory  De¬ 
clarations  relatively  to  the  final  Intentions  of 
Spain,  Mr.  PittV  Letter ,  p.  3.  to  which  Lord 
Btijiol ,  on  the  Part  of  Spain,  never  returns  ei¬ 
ther  a  CATEGORICAL  Or  SATISFACTORY  An- 

fwer.  The  ingenuous  General  Wall,  through 
the  whole  Negotiation,  appears  referved  and 

artful  at  leaft,  not  to  fay  full  of  Duplicity.  At 
loft  General  Wall  replied ,  He  had  no  Orders  to 
acquaint  me  with  any  Meafures  but  what  he  had 
formerly  communicated  to  me and  fignified  his 
not  being  at  liberty  to  fay  any  more ,  Nov.  2.  p.  27. 
All  that  I  could ,  with  Difficulty ,  extort  from 
General  Wall  was,  that  his  Catholic  Majefty 
had  judged  it  expedient  to  renew  his  Family 
Compacts  ( thofe  were  the  exprefs  Words)  with 
the  Moft  Chrijtian  King  —  Here  the  Spanifh 
Minifter  flopt  fhort ,  and ,  as  if  he  had  gone  be¬ 
yond  what  he  intended ,  he  faid ',  that  the  Count  de 
Fuentes,  and  M.  Buff y  had  declared  to  his  Ma - 
Jeffs  Minijlers  all  that  was  meant  to  be  com - 

-  muni cat ed 


[  25  ] 

I  < 

municated to  them ,  Nov.  2.  p.  29.  Can  any  thing 
be  imagined  more  contemptuous,  or  more 
infolent  ?  But  what  follows  is  excellent  Spa - 
nifh  humour ;  and  the  inimitable  Hogarth 
could,  from  thefe  few  Lines,  give  us  a  mod 
diverting  Frontifpiece  to  the  Papers ,  if  Ad~ 
minidration  did  not  feem  refolved  no  more 
to  employ  Men  of  fuperior  Parts  and  Genius. 
Lord  Brifiol  fays,  I  began  to  flatter  my f elf  I  might 
obtain  the  categorical  Anfwer ,  I  was  ordered  to 
demand ,  without  the  Spanifh  Minified s  fufpeff- 
ing  my  ultimate  Orders.  When  I  was  going  out 
of  his  Roomy  he  took  me  by  the  Hand ,  and  faid, , 
with  a  Smile,  he  hoped  ;  but  there  he  flopped. 
I  ajked  him  what  he  hoped,  that  I  might  alfo 
hope,  and  that  all  might  concur  in  the  fame 
Hopes  :  But  his  Excellency  only  then  bowed ,  and 
took  his  Leave  of  me ,  p.  63.  General  Wall  is 
too  much  of  a  Spaniard  ever  to  laugh  *,  but  his 
Smiles  are  very  fignificant.  Lord  Brifiol  de¬ 
clares,  M.  Wall  ever  abled  in  too  ingenuous  a 
'  Manner  for  me  to  fufpePt  the  leaf  Duplicity  in 
his  Condubl ,  p.  19.  Now  was  he  ever  ingenuous 
and  frank  enough  to  communicate  to  Lord 
Briftol ,  the  lead  Article  of  the  Family  Compact , 
or  did  he  ever  hint  that  fuch  a  Thing  was  in 
Agitation  ?  From  the  Catholic  Kingfs  very  par¬ 
ticular  Partiality  towards  Lord  Bridol,  p.  66. 

E  2  I  fup- 
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I  fuppofe  M.  Wall  was  ordered  to  fpare  his 
Lordfhip  the  Concern  fo  alarming  a  Treaty 
muft  have  occafioned,  and  only,  from  time  to 
time,  to  life  the  Toothing  Sounds  of  Friend- 
Jhip ,  Honour ,  Cordiality ,  Affection,  &c.  &c.  to 
fmile,  to  bow ,  to  take  him  by  the  Hand ,  and  to 
— hope.  What  ?  I  know  no  more  than  the 
prefent  Miniftry.  Monfieur  Wall  can  aft  a 
Surprize  as  well  as  the  Minifter  of  any 
Crowned  Head  in  Europe.  I  cannot  exprefs 
the  Surprize  M.  Wall  expreffed  at  hearing  this. 
Lord  Briftol’ s  Letter^  p.  65. 

Lord  Brijlol  feems  totally  uninformed  of 
fo  important  an  Affair  as  the  Family  Com- 
paft->  till  long  after  that  Treaty  was  figned 
and  ratified,  and  only  a  few  Days  *  before 
he  is  told  of  it  from  England.  October  28, 
Lord  Egremont  writes  to  Lord  Brijlol :  His 
Majejly  cannot  imagine  that  the  Court  of  Spain 
Jhould  think  it  unreafonable  to  defire  a  Communica¬ 
tion  of  the  Treaty  acknowledged  to  have  been 
lately  concluded  between  the  Courts  of  Madrid  and 
Yerfailles,  p.  21,  When  was  this  Acknowledg¬ 
ment  made  ?  Surely  this  relates  to  the  Rup¬ 
ture  with  Spain?  Yet  not  a  Line  of  this 
Intelligence  is  among  the  Papers. 

*  Vide  his  Letter  of  Nov.  2. 

By 


I  37  J 

By  this  Time,  I  think  it  muft  appear 
how  much  Lord  Briftol ,  though  poffefled 
of  real  Talents,  was  deceived  by  the 
Court  of  Spain  a  Court  as  infidious  as  that 
of  France.  Let  me  next  remark,  how 
dextrous  the  new  Miniftry  here  were  in 
endeavouring  to  deceive  themfelves.  In  the 
Anfw.er  delivered  to  the  Count  de  Fuentes , 
by  the  Earl  of  Egremont ,  Dec.  31,  it  is  faid. 
The  EmbaJJddor  at  the  Court  of  Madrid,  by  a 
Difpatch  dated  the  28  th  of  October,  was  or¬ 
dered  to  demand ,  in  Terms  the  mojl  meafured , 
however ,  and  the  moft  amicable,  a  Communica¬ 
tion  of  the  Treaty  recently  concluded  between  the 
Courts  of  .Madrid  and  Verfailles,  or,  at  leaf, 
of  the  Articles  which  might  relate  to  the  Interejl 
of  Great  Britain — and — ^to  content  him¬ 
self  with  Assurances,  in  cafe  the  Catholic 
King  offered  to  give  any,  that  the  faid  Engage¬ 
ments  did  not  contain  any  thing  that  was  contrary 
to  the  Friendfhip  which  fubfifted  between  the  two 
Crowns,  or  that  was  prejudicial  to  the  Inter  efts  of 
Great  Britain,  fuppofing  that  any  Difficulty  was 
made  of  /hewing  the  Treaty ,  p.  48.  The  new 
Miniftry  are  now  got  off  from  the  true 
Ground,  which  was  the  Memorial  of  SpanifhM- 
rairs  verbatim  fent  from  Madrid,  and  the  Letter 
of  Lord  Briftol’ s  of  Auguft  3  j ,  with  the  En- 

clofures ; 
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clofures;  and  have  confined  their  View  to 
the  fingle  Point  of  the  late  Treaty,  or  the 
Family  Compact.  Every  Thing  relative  to  the 
final  Intentions  of  Spain ,  concerning  which 
Lord  Briftol  is  ordered,  in  Mr.  Pit? s  Letter, 
fo  early  as  July  28,  to  come  to  categorical  and 
fatisfaftory  'Declarations,  is  omitted  in  this 
Demand,  and  Lord  Briftol  is  ordered  to 
confine  himfelf  to  the  new  Treaty.  This  I 
agree  with  Lord  Egremont  is  certainly  no  equi¬ 
vocal  Proof  of  Dependance  on  the  gcod  Faith  of 
the  Catholic  King ,  in  /hewing  him  an  unbound¬ 
ed  Confidence  in  fo  important  an  Affair ,  p.  49  : 
How  merited,  we  have  feen  from  what 
palled  in  the  latter  Months  of  the  Negocia- 
tion  •,  and  in  all  probability  fhould  fee  more 
glaringly,  if  the  whole  Negociation,  fince 
the  Accefiion  of  his  prefent  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty,  were  communicated  to  us.  From 
that  unbounded  Confidence  the  new  Miniftry 
entirely  loft  Sight  of  the  moft  offenfive  and 
hoftile  Matter  in  the  Memorial  of  July  23, 
and  the  Papers  of  Auguft  31,  attacking  the 
Dignity  of  the  Crown  of  England  in  a  man¬ 
ner  furely  far  more  unbecoming  and  infolent 
than  that  fpirit  of  Haughtinefs  and  Difcord , 
which ,  fays  M.  Wall,  dictated  that  inconfiderate 
Step ,  and  which ,  for  the  Misfortune  of  Mankind, 

JIM 
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fiill  reigns  fo  much  in  the  Britifh  Government , 
which  made  in  the  fame  Infant  the  Declaration  of 
War ,  and  attacked  the  King  of  SpainV  Dignity , 
p.  67.  .  It  is  plain  they  were  accommodating 
themfelves  at  any  rate  tamely  to  become 
the  Dupes  of  Spain ;  for  all  they  defired, 
by  the  Difpatch  of  the  28  th  of  Ollober ,  was 
an  Aflurance  of  the  Innocence  of  the  T reaty 
in  Queftion ,  p.  23  ;  and  they  pafied  by  every 
thing  elfe,  though  of  the  moft  hoftile  Ten¬ 
dency .  Confcious  of  this.  Lord  Egremont ,  at 
the  End  of  his  Anfwer  to  the  Conde  de  Fa¬ 
tes  ,  December  31,  pleads  guilty  for  himlelf 
and  his  Brother  Minifters,  to  the  Charo-e 

o 

that  may  be  exhibited  againft  them  of 
an  intentionally  facile  and  willing  Cre¬ 
dulity,  when  he  fays.  But  fortunately  the 
F'erms  in  which  the  Declaration  *  ( Fuentes's ) 
is  conceived ,  [pare  us  the  Regret  of  not  having 
received  it  fooner  ;  for  it  appears ,  at  fir  ft  Sight , 
that  the  Anfwer  is  not  at  all  conformable  to  the 
Demand .  We  wanted  to  be  informed ,  If 

*  That  the  /aid  Treaty  is  only  a  Convention  between  the 
hamily  of  Bourbon,  wherein  there  is  nothing  that  has 
the  leaf  Relation  to  the  prefent  JVar.  Fuentes's  Note 
delivered  to  Lord  Egremont,  Dec .  25,  p.  46. 
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the  Court  of  Spain  intended  to  join  the  French, 
cur  Enemies ,  to  make  War  on  Great  Britain  ; 
cr  to  depart  from  their  Neutrality  ?  Whereas 
the  Anfwer  concerns  one  Treaty  only ,  (all  that 
was  aflc’d  by  the  Difpatch  of  the  28th  of 
October  j)  which  is  faid  to  he  of  the  igth  of 
Auguft ;  carefully  avoiding  to  fay  the  leaf; 
W ird  that  could  explain ,  in  any  manner ,  the 
Intentions  of  Spain  towards  Great  Britain, 
or  the  further  Engagements  they  may  have  con - 
trailed  in  the  prefent  Crifis .  In  the  Difpatch 
indeed  of  Lord  Egremont  to  Lord  Briflol ,  of 
November  19,  in  Anfwer  to  Lord  Briflol ’s 
Letter  of  November  2,  p.  32,  the  new  Minif- 
try  amend  their  own  Queftion,  and  at  laft  de¬ 
mand  a  precise  and  categorical  Answer 
from  the  Court  of  Madrid,  relative  to  their  In¬ 
tention  with  regard  to  Great  Britain  in  this 
critical  Conjuncture,  which  brought  on  the 
Rupture  -  on  the  1  oth  of  December ,  and  •  is 
precifely  what  was  directed  by  Mr.  Pitt  fo 
early  as  July  28. 

I  cannot  pafs  by  that  other  Part  of 

Lord  Egremonfs  Anlwer  delivered  to  the 

# 

Count  de  Fuentes  December  31,  in  which  it 
is  faid,  the  Embajfador  (of  England )  having 
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addrejfed  himfelf  to  the  Minifter  of  Spain  for 
that  Purpofe ,  could  only  draw  from  him  a  Re- 
fufal ,  to  give  a  fatisfaffory  Anfwer  to  his  Ma- 
jeflys  just  Requisitions  *,  which  he  had 
accompanied  with  Perms  that  breathed  nothing 
but  Haughtinefs ,  Animofity ,  and  Menace ,  and 
which  feemed  fo  Jlrongly  to  verify  the  Sufpicions 
of  the  unamicable  Difpofttion  of  the  Court  of 
Spain,  p.  49,  without  obferving  that  this 
cannot  poffibly  be  the  real  State  of  the 
Faft,  (thpugh  his  Lordlhip  but  a  few 
Lines  before  fays,  he  will  confine  himfelf  to 
Faffs,  with  the  mofi  fcrupulous  Exaffnefs)  for 
Lord  Egremont  receives  no  Anfwer  from 
Lord  Brifiol  to  the  Orders  to  make  the 

JUST 

*  The  following  Paragraph  of  Lord  Briftol' s  Letter 
of  Nov.  2,  p.  25,  demonftrates  that  thefe  juft  Requifitions 
were  not  made  in  confequence  of  any  Orders  from  the 
Court  of  England :  Such  ftrong  Reports  of  an  approaching 
Rupture  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  grounded  upon 
fever  at  authentic  Affurances  1  had  received ,  that  fome 
Agreement  had  been  fettled  and figned  between  their  Catholic 
and  Mofi  Chriftian  Majefties ,  determined  me  to  enquire 
minutely  into  this  Affair. 

4  It  is  remarked  in  the  Gazette  of  Madrid ,  publifhed 
by  Authority,  in  thefe  Words  :  And  what  is  more  fingu- 
lar%  is f  that  they  attribute  the  laft  Endeavour  t  which  they 

F  ordered 
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just  Requisitions  contained  in  his  two 
Difpatches  (of  the  28  th  of  October,  and  19th 

of 


ure. 


ordered  Lord  Briftol  to  make,  and  which  caufed  the  Rupt, 
to  the  Language  of  Haughtinefs ,  Animofity ,  and  Menace , 
With  which  (according  to  them J  our  Court  anfwered  to  the  ci- 
*vil  and  amicable  Demand  that  Minifter  made  in  Confequence 
(Jay  they)  of  an  Order  of  the  28 th  of  Odlober.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  for  them ,  they  have  not  confidered  that  in  an  Inter¬ 
val  from  the  2 Sth  of  October  to  the  \ft  or  zd  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  the  Day  upon  which  Lord  BriftoIV  laft  Letter  arrived , 
it  is  impoffible  an  Exprefs  can  come  from  London  to  Madrid, 
return  to  London  with  an  Anjwer  to  his  D  if  patch,  and  go 
back  to  Madrid  with  the  Reply.  Gazette  de  Amflerdam 
Du  Mardi  23  Fevrier  1762.  De  Madrid  le  2  Fevrier 
1762.  Par  le  meme  courier,  qui  a  apporte  au  Roi  la 
nouvelle  de  la  refolution  prife  a  la  cour  Britannique  de 
nous  declarer  la  guerre,  le  Comte  de  Fuentes  a  envoy e  2 
S.  M.  un  Memoire  remis  a  cet  Ambaffadeur  avant 
fon  depart  de  Londres  par  le  Comte  d’ Egremont, 
Secretaire  d’  Etat  de  S.  M.  Britannique,  en  reponfe 
a  la  declaration  que  le  Comte  de  Fuentes  lui.  avoit 
donne  par  ecrit  quelques  jours  auparavant.  Ces  deux 
pieces  ont  cte  inferees,  par  ordre  de  notre  cour?  dans  la 
Gazette  de  Madrid,  avec  les  obfervatrons  fuivantes  fur 
le  memoire  delivre  par  le  Comte  d’Egremont. — Et  cequ'il 
y  a  de  plus  finguher ,  deft  quils  attribuent  la  dernier e  tenta¬ 
tive  qu  on  a fait  fair e  au  Lord  Briftol,  et  qui  a  caufe  la 

v  A 

rupture ,  au  ton  de  hauteicr ,  d'animofite ,  et  de  menace,  avec 
lequel  (felon  eux )  noire  cour  a  repondu  aux  demandes  honnetes 
et  amiables  que  ce  Mini  ft  re  ft  en  vertu  ( difent-ils )  dyun 
ordre  du  28  Qttobre .  Malheur eufement  pour  eux ,  ils  n'ont 

i  point 
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of  November ,)  till  the  24th  of  'December ,  a 
Fortnight  after  the  Rupture,  which  happened 
on  the  10th.  p.  41,  &  43,  except  what  I 
will  now  ftate,  which  is  far  from  containing 
the  repeated  and  the  mofi  flinging  Refufals 
to  give  the  leaft  Satisfaction ,  p.  50.  Extract 
from  Lord  BriftoV s  Letter  to  the  Earl  of 
Egremont ,  November  23,  p.  37  :  It  will  not  be 
poflible  for  me  to  re-difpatch  a  Mejfenger  to 
England  for  feveral  Days ,  notwithflanding  my 
having  had  another  long  Conference  with  M. 
Wall,  at  which  I  entered  minutely  into  every 
Argument  fuggefled  to  me  by  your  Lordjhip .  Al~ 
tho ’  I  dare  not  flatter  my f elf  with  having  gained 
any  Ground  upon  the  Spanifh  Minifier ,  yet  I 
never  before  obferved  his  Excellency  liflen  with 
greater  Attention  to  my  Difcourfe ,  than  at  our 
late  Meeting .  When  he  anfwered  me,  it  was 
without  Warmth  ;  when  he  applied  to  me,  it 
was  friendly  •,  and,  after  long  Reafonings ,  on  both 
Sides ,  we  parted  with  reciprocal  Proieflations  to 

point  fait  attention  que,  elans  un  in'ter~aalle  comint  celui  cki 
28  du  dit  mois  au  ier  ou  2.  de  Decembre ,  jour  auquel  arrlva 
le  dernier  courier  du  Lord  Brijlol ,  il  efi  impojjible  qu  on  ex- 
pres  noienne  de  Londres  a  Madrid ,  retourne  a  Londres  a^vec 
la  reponfe  a  fa  depechet  et  renjienne  a  Madrid  arrec  la  re - 
ptique* 

F  2 
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each  other  of  our  earneft  Befre  to  continue  in 
Peace.  General  Wall  alfo  promifed  me ,  to  ac¬ 
quaint  his  Catholic  Majefty ,  circumjl anti ally, 
with  what  had  paffed  between  us.  I  entreat 
your  Lordfhip  not  to  think  me  inconfequential  in 
what  I  relate :  It  is  my  Duty  to  mention  the 
Refult  of  each  Interview  with  the  Spanifh  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State.  All  I  fent  an  Account  of  in  my 
Betters  of  the  2 d  Infant ,  was  literally  what 
had  happened  at  that  Time  ;  and  the  Change  I 
have  jufl  hinted, ,  when  Ilaft  faw  M.  Wall,  is 
equally  certain. 

4  i  ^  *  \  ? 

I  will  obferve  but  upon  one  Pafiage  more, 
and  that  is  from  Lord  Egremonf s  Difpatch 
of  November  19,  becaufe  when  he  is  drove 
to  the  Neceffity  of  defending  the  Proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  prefent  Miniftry,  he  gives  (what 
poffibly  was  not  his  Objedl)  the  fulleft  Jufti- 
fication  of  Mr.  Pitt.  As  to  the  Affertion  of  that 
Minifter  (M.  Wall)  “  That  his  Catholic  Ma- 
“  jefty  never  could  obtain  an  Anfwer  from  the 
cc  Britijh  Miniftry,  to  any  Memorial  or  Paper 
that  was  fent  from  Spain ,  either  by  theChan- 
“c  nel  of  the  Count  de  Puentes ,  or  through  your 
Hands,”  it  would  be  a  ufelefs  Condefcenjion  to 

appeal 
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appeal  fo  repeatedly  to  thofe  ample  Materials  in 
your  Excellency's  Poffeffion,  for  the  Confutation 
of  a  Propofition  fo  notorioujly  gronndlefs ,  that  it 
f  arce  deferves  a  ferious  Anfwer.  The  Language 
M.  Wall  held,  relative  to  the  late  Negociation 
with  France,  as  well  as  with  regard  to  our  Am¬ 
bition  and  unbounded  Thirjl  of  Conquef ,  as  it 
confifts  of  mere  abufive  Af'ertion,  without  the 
leaf  few  of  Argument,  deferves  nothing  but 

plain  Contradiction,  p.  31. 

' 

1  .  >  £  -  -i  w  —  -  ^  * 

Before  I  quit  the  Papers,  it  may  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  add,  that  I  fee  nothing  fo 
alarming  in  the  War  with  Spain,  had  it  been 
entered  into  in  time,  and  were  well  con¬ 
duced.  I  have  read  the  Hiftones  of  both  na¬ 
tions,  and  am  happy  to  agree  with  our  Mi- 
nifters  that  Experience  has  fhewn  that  when 
in  Contradiction  to  the  obvious  Principles  of  our 
common  Interefis,  that  Harmony  has  been  unhap¬ 
pily  interrupted,  Spain  has  always  been  the 
greatef  Sufferer,  p.  21.  Need  I  do  more  in 
fupport  of  this  Opinion  than  mention,  the 
late  War  againft  the  combined  Forces  of 
France  and  Spain,  united  before  the  French 
Marine  was  annihilated,  as  it  now’  is ;  and 
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at  a  Period,  when  the  Navy  of  England  had 
not  reached  its  prefent  Greatnefs,  and  irre- 
fiflible  Superiority  ? 

The  Evidence  to  be  drawn  from  thefe 
imperfect  and  mutilated  Papers,  is  now  fully 
and  fairly  ftated.  I  call  them  imperfett  and 
mutilated ,  becaufe  they  have  their  Commence¬ 
ment,  only  from  the  very  Point,  when  the 
long  Negociation  between  England  and  Spain 
being  become  hopelefs,  the  infolent  Attempt 
was  made  by  the  two  Branches  of  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon ,  then  united,  to  force  on  his  Ma- 
jefiy  and  the  Englifh  Nation,  the  Conceffion 
of  thofe  inadmiffible  Terms,  which  Spain  alone 
defpaired  of  being  able  to  compel  us  to 
grant.  An  Attempt  of  infidious  Perfidy, 
which  at  once  proved  the  particular  Peace 
betwixt  England  and  France  to  be  hopelefs 
and  impracticable ;  for  what  Cefiions  to 
France  could  an  Englifh  Adminiftration  be 
juflified  in  making,  while  fhe  declared  her- 
felf  eventually  engaged  to  take  Part  with 
Spain  in  a  new  War  for  Spanifh  Objects,  to¬ 
tally  inadmiffible ;  from  which  Proteft  it 
doth  not  appear  that  either  Court  ever  depart¬ 
ed  ?  The  fpecious  and  falfe  Appearances  of 

Can- 


C  47  ] 

Candour,  which  the  Publication  of  Papers  in 
fuch  a  State  is  meant  to  convey,  are  as  eafily 
feen  thro’  and  detected,  as  they  are  unfair  and 
ungenerous.  A  great  deal  of  very  impor¬ 
tant  Intelligence,  relative  to  the  Point  in 
Queftion,  is  plainly  with-held.  The  Sufpici- 
ons  arifing  from  the  Suppreffion  of  Evidence 
are,  no  doubt,  in  the  Opinion  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  more  tolerable  than  the  Conviction 
founded  upon  full  Proof.  Even  the  Par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  Negotiation  with  France  are  ftill 
fecreted  from  the  Public,  as  far  as  it  is  in  the 
Power  of  our  Government  \  left,  among  other 
good  Reafons,  as  it  ftands  naturally  connected 
with  the  Spanijh ,  they  might,  if  confidered  to¬ 
gether,  throw  too  ftriking  a  Light  on  the 
Whole.  The  infinite  Importance  of  what 
is  fuppreffed,  I  do  not  pretend  to  deter¬ 
mine  ;  but  the  Papers  are  evidently  thus 
partially  laid  before  the  Public  by  Adminif- 
tration,  to  juftify,  if  poffible,  their  Delay: 
with  what  Succefs  the  Public  will  determine. 
As  to  the  Wifdom  of  the  written  Advice ,  it 
ftands  already  proved  by  the  Event :  but 
before  we  can  enter  fully  into  that  Difpute 
(if  there  can  be  ftill  a  Doubt)  all  the  Mate- 

terials 
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rials ,  all  the  Evidence,  both  from  Papers 
and  Farts,  on  which  that  Advice  was  found¬ 
ed,  ought,  in  common  Juftice,  to  be  laid 
before  the  Public.  From  what  we  already 
know  with  Certainty,  even  from  thefe  Papers ,  as 
to  what  Spain  had  already  done ,  not  from  vohat 
that  Court  might  further  intend  to  do  *,  I  can¬ 
not  but  own  my  Surprize,  that  there  fhould 
be  a  Difference  of  Opinion  with  regard  to  Mea - 
fares  to  be  taken  againfi  Spain,  of  the  highejl 
Importance  to  the  Honour  of  the  Crozvn ,  and 
to  the  mofi  effential  National  Interefls  *.  When 
I  am  told  that  only  one  noble  Lord,  and  the 
late  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  mofl  confiden¬ 
tial  Servants  of  the  Crown,concurred  in  an  Opi¬ 
nion  fo  evident,  fo  clearly  deduced  from  fuch  a 
Variety  of  Proofs,  I  cannot  but  imagine  that 
there  mull  have  been  fome  powerful  Combina¬ 
tion,  fome  underhand  Intrigues,  among  Minif- 
ters  of  more  Denominations  than  one,  to  force 
the  Refignation  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman. 
He  muft  long  have  been  looked  upon  with 
an  unfriendly  and  jealous  Eye  by  Minifters, 

*  Vide  A  Letter  from  a  Right  Hon.  Perfon  to - 

in  the  City. 
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'to  whom  it  is  his  Honour  that  he  was  fo 
very  unlike  ;  and  who,  though  real  Unani¬ 
mity  attended  it  in  the  Nation,  could  ill 
brook  his  pofiefling  in  fo  high  a  Degree, 
(what  they  never  had  the  leaft  Share  of) 
the;  Confidence  of  a  difcerning  and  enligh¬ 
tened  People.  A  Point  of  the  utmoft  Con- 
fequence  to  every  Miniftry,  in  this  Kingdom. 
The  Glories  of  this  Gentleman’s  Adminiftra- 
tion,  (that  is,  while  he  was  allowed  to  guide  * 

the 

•  r  1  ^  ^  *  **  T  -  jt 

%  If  one  Minifter  on  refigning  the  Seals  may  not,  in 
the  true  Spirit  of  the  Conftitution,  fay  that  he  refigns, 
in  order  not  to  remain  refponfible  for  Meafures ,  which  he 
was  no  longer  allowed  to  guide  in  his  own  Department, 
to  the  Execution  of  which  he  mu  ft  fet  his  Hand  ;  what 
an  Idea  of  Parliament  and  of  the  Conftitution  muft  an¬ 
other  have  entertained,  who  could,  juft  before  taking 
the  Seals,  write  the  following  circular  Letter,  not  yet 
be-ver fifed,  or  be-noted  ?  ... 

"SIR,  : 

“  The  King  has  declared  his  Intention  to  make  me 
“  Secretary  of  State,  and  I  (very  unworthy  as  I  fear 
u  I  am  of  fuch  an  Undertaking )  muft  take  the  Con - 
-  €(  dutt  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  I  cannot  therefore 
“  well  accept  the  Officjs  till  after  the  firft  Day’s  Debate, 

G  “  which 
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rhe  Meafures  of  this  Nation)  and  the  Ap-. 
plaufes  of  his  grateful  Country,  have  given 
him  at  leaft  a  due  Portion  of  Envy ,  which 
is  a  certain  Attendant  on  fplendid  Merit. 

Sure  Fate  of  all,  beneath  whofe  rifing  Ray, 
Each  Star  of  meaner  Merit  fades  away  ! 
Opprefs’d  we  feel  the  Beam  directly  beat ; 
Thofe  Suns  of  Glory  pleafe  not  till  they  fet. 

Pope. 

That  only  two  Refignations  have  accompa¬ 
nied  that  of  the  late  Secretary,  is  no  Sur¬ 
prize  to  me. 

Je  fuis  Anglois ,  je  dois  fairs  Is  lien 
De  man  pays ,  mats  phis  encore  le  mien , 

fays  Voltaire ,  who  lived  a  good  while  in  this 
Country,  and  feems  to  know  it  pretty  well. 

From  thefe  few  and  fcanty  Materials,  fo 
fparingly  dealt  out  to  the  Public,  I  have 

t 

<*  which  may  be  a  warm  one,  A  great  Attendance  that 
“  Day  of  my  Friends  will  be  of  the  greateft  Confeqaence 
tC  to  my  future  Situation,  and  I  Ihould  be  extremely 
4<  happy,  if  you  would,  for  that  Reafon^  fhew  yourfelf 
amongft  them,  to  th£  great  Honour  oi  or. 
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endeavoured  to  give  you  all  the  Satisfaction 
in  my  Power.  I  could  poffibly  have  amufed 
you  more,  but  I  have  all  along  preferred  the 
Defire  of  informing  to  that  of  entertaining  you. 
Perhaps  you  had  been  better  pleafed,  if  I  had 
deviated  more,  and  had  not  confined  myfelf 
fo  ftrittly  to  the  Evidence  of  the  Papers ,  and 
to  Fahis  which  will  not  be  denied. 

.  To  conclude.  Let  me  add  to  Hopes  not 
very  fanguine,  very  fincere  and  very  fervent 
Wifhes  :  May  the  mofi  perfetl  Harmony ,  mu¬ 
tual  Confidence ,  and  Unanimity,  which.  Lord 
Egremcnt,  October  28,  fays,  p.  23,  now  Reign 
in  his  Majeftys  Councils,  for  the  fake  of  the 
Public,  long  continue !  May  the  Expedition 
now  failed  to  the  Wefi-Indies  prove,  by  Sue- 
cefs,  to  have  been  timely  in  Preparation , 
adequate  in  Force,  to  the  Object,  whatever 
it  may  be!  May  our  Army  in  Germany  f, 
(fince  it  is  {till  to  continue  there,  tho’  Mr.  Pitt 
is  retired,)  and  the  Kings  of  Prujfia  and  Por¬ 
tugal  find  that  Example  has  indeed  been  taken 

of  the  Spirit  of  the  late  Meafuresf ,  p.  23.  and 

that 

f  It  is  confidently  afferted  in  Honour  of  tne  Secretary 

of  State  of  the  Northern  Department,  that  be  Hhwife 

did 
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t  * 

that  the  Meafures  of  Government  will  fuffer  no 
Relaxation ,  p.  22.  from  feeble,  procraf- 
tinating,  and  undecided  Counfels,  founded, 
like  the  Adminiftration  itfelf,  in  Weaknefs 
•  and  Duplicity.  And,  to  grace  the  Whole, 
may  the  beft-difpofed  Prince,  that  has  at 
any  Time  fwayed  the  Sceptre  of  Alfred , 
never  live  to  want  a  Minifter  as  able,  and 

fuccefsful  as  Mr.  Pitt . 

-  1  <  "  < 

I  am,  &c. 

*•  * 

*  •  ,  -  ■  ■  *  •»  ^  c  ’  ,  r 

did  immediately  on  Mr.  Pitt’s  Refignation  give  the 
ftrongeft  Aflurances  to  the  German  Allies,  that  the  Re¬ 
fignation  of  that  Minifter  would  not  occalion  the  leaft 
change  in  Meafures,  except  only  that  they  would  be 
rried  on  *witb  redoubled  Vigour,  • '  « 

o  w 
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